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54TH CONGRESS,} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
1st Session. 




APRIL 9, 1896.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to be 
printed. · 
.Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee Indian Affairs, submitted the 
following 
REPORT: 
[To accompany H. R. 3500. l 
The Committee on Indiari Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 3500) to authorize the adjustment and setLlement of accounts of 
John Y. Williams, submit the following favorable report: 
Mr. Williams was superintendent of the Fort Hall school for f01~r 
years from September, 1889. He found the school in very bad c~nd1-
tion, the building very much dilapidated, and necessitating consider-
able outlay to do any satisfactory work. Williams weut iuto tlle work 
earnestly and put things into satisfactory shape, not always with regard 
to the regulations of the Indi_an Department. During bis administra-
tion they had a very severe visitation of scarlet fever, and the school 
was isolated. Mr. Williams lost his son by the p.isease, and his own 
condition became such that he did things carelessly and without due 
regard to the law and Department regulations. The result was a large 
amount of suspensions against his accounts, which he tried by several 
months' labor to remove by substitution of new vouchers to take ~he 
place of those suspended. Williams impressed many of those dealmg 
with him in the office with having made an earnest but badly managed 
effort to build up the Fort Hall School, which school was reported by 
special agents, who were sent there to investigate, to be 'in first-rate 
condition about the time he left. -
His accounts have been presented and passed upon by the Indian 
Bureau. The amount of the account, as thus passed upon, was about 
$15,000 on the debit and credit side each; the credit side exceeded the 
debit side as passed by the auditor by about $900, solely because of 
informality. A suit has been instituted against Williams, and is now 
pending,.to recover this balance. No one claims that Williams did not 
act in good faith and honestly. The purpose of this bill is to allow the 
account to be stated, regardless of Williams's neglect to follow Depart-
~ent regulat~ons,. so as to credit him with payments made. Commis-
s10ner Brownmg, rn response to a request for his opinion, says: 
I can see no reason why this bill to settle his accounts on "principles of equity and 
justice" should not pass. 
In view of the above facts the committee recommend the passage of 
the bill. 
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